Diazepam improves recording of lumbar and neck somatosensory evoked potentials.
To determine whether the decrease in muscle artifact provided by diazepam is of sufficient clinical value to justify its use, somatosensory evoked potentials recorded in examinations of 73 consecutive patients were compared with those recorded from 33 subsequent patients who were given 10 mg of diazepam orally just before the examination. With diazepam pretreatment there was clear improvement in the quality of lumbar and neck recordings--increased reproducibility and definition and ease of measurement--and also greater tolerance of the procedure and a slight shortening of time required for the test.